at the time of drafting the Constitution.32 It is also inevitable, in this context, to stress that Jawaharlal Nehru was the most articulate spokesman of the socialist project and his own ideas who, in many ways, impacted in molding the socialistic features of our Constitution in the manner it was done.
It may be stressed that Jawaharlal Nehru began perceiving socialism, in the mid 1920s, perhaps in the distinct form in which it was practiced in the Soviet Union, rather than in an abstract sense. His tryst with socialism happened a few years before the Lahore session (1929) of the INC, from where he declared himself to be a socialist, during his tour of Europe. That was in 1926. Nehru recalls the impression made by M. N. Roy and V. Chattopadhyaya, both of whom he met in Moscow, during that time. In the same way, Nehru was sufficiently exposed to the debate within the Second International and the causes for the birth of the Third International. Apart from the face of the Labor Party, which was an integral part of the Second International that the Indian Nationalist leadership was familiar with, he also records, with distaste, its position on the War between 1914 and 1918. So much so, Nehru, in February 1927, had converted himself to a position that was closer to communism. In his own words:
So I turned inevitably with goodwill towards Communism, for whatever its faults, it was at least not imperialistic. It was not a doctrinal adherence, as I did not know much about the fine points of communism, my acquaintance being limited at that time to its broad features. These attracted me, as also the tremendous changes taking place in Russia. But Communists often irritated me by their dictatorial ways, their aggressive and rather vulgar methods, their

footnote: Interestingly, the Resolution on Fundamental Rights was referred to. extensively, by judge after judge in their judgment in the Keshavananda Bharthi Case to uphold the Constitution (Twenty-fifth) Amendment Act, 1971 that inserted Article 31-Cof the Constitution (See AIR-1973-SC-1461). The Supreme Court reaffirmed this principle again in the Minerva Mills Case (AIR-1980-SC-1789), and subsequently in the Waman Rao Case (AIR-1981-SC-271). We shall discuss these cases and the issues involved in detail in the subsequent chapters of this book.Nehru, An Autobiography, Oxford University Press, p. 154.